
"If you pray for me, pray for the Lord to take me home." 
These are the words that my friend Gertrude fi rst spoke to me when we 
met years ago.  I was young and in the early years of nursing home ministry 
and found her one morning, lying on her back, with her bed against the 
wall.  

"Sure." I replied. "I will pray for the Lord to take you home; but 
only if you let me pray that if He doesn't, He will somehow 
use you." 
For too many seniors, getting older has an unfortunate way 
of eroding one's sense of purpose & connection.  Mobility 
challenges — whether dependent on wheelchair, walker, or 
cane — often make life outside the home inaccessible.  And 
deep, personal losses — such as the death of a spouse or 
lifelong friend — leave wounds that time will never heal. 

That is why the Kind at Heart community is 
working hard to remove those physical barriers 
and bring purpose & connection to local seniors. 
Whether it be building a wheelchair ramp, bringing the good 
news of Jesus to nursing home residents, or delivering cupcakes 
to a widow on her birthday, we have an important message to 
share: "You are valuable, and your life matters to us and to God." 

Would you join us this Fall in making sure this message of 
hope and encouragement reaches seniors in our little "neck 
of the woods"? 
This Fall we are working to raise $45,000 — or 20% of our annual budget — 
to fund programs like Encouragement, Home Modifi cation, 
and ministry to nursing home residents. Would you consider 
becoming a monthly supporter or making a one-time 
donation?  Every dollar makes a diff erence!
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When you donate, you are helping to rewrite the "fi nal chapters" 
of stories like Gertrude's.  Want to hear what a simple "yes" can 
do?
Well, the week after I fi rst prayed that prayer with Gertrude, I returned to her 
room and found it empty.  I just knew that the Lord had taken her home . . . that 
is, until I found her sitting up in a wheelchair in the corner of the dining room.  
The joy of the Lord was on her face, and she looked at me with the bluest of eyes 
and said, "Would you believe that I have strength?  I'm in my chair and I think 
God is going to use me!"  

It wasn't long after that when she would start a Bible Study for 
others in the nursing home.  
What started with just two people grew to fi ve, and then ten.  After four months, 
she would have as many as thirty residents coming every week to hear her 
teach.  In her remaining years, she would go on to bring hope and spiritual 
encouragement to countless others who were as broken and depressed as she 
was that fi rst day we met.  

So thank you in advance for donating toward the mission of 
bringing hope and purpose to local seniors in need.
Because when you choose to "Ramp It Up," you just never know how touching 
one life will impact another . . . no matter the age! 

Wayne Thomas,
Founder & Director 


